
Year two

UNIT TWO 
Suggested Writing Task

LESSONS LEARNT

One of the many stimuli for writing offered by the three stories in Unit Two concerns characters in extraordinary situations and the lessons they learnt during their adventures. One of the areas of differentiation in the stories is the setting. The exciting galaxy of Bardaglea the alien, the magnificent court of the Emperor and the ancient Greece of Centaurs and magic. The children have explored these in the watching, retelling and through the exercises. They are now ready to write about themselves as characters in the stories and discover whether they can change the story by being in it.

Recall

Display all six-line poems relating to the stories. The children call to mind the content and action in the stories by using the Communal Voice to recite the poems.

Writing

Explain to the children that for the past two weeks they have been storytellers. But today they are going to be writers. But what will they write about?

Ask the children to identify the settings in each of the stories. 

Using the Treasure Box, ask the children to list as many of the characters that appear in the stories as they can. 

Tell the children that if any other character appeared in the story, then the story might have to change. 

Explain that there three magic doors. One door leads into the Bardaglea story, one door leads into the Emperor’s story and the last leads into the king Midas story.

Ask them to choose one of the doors in their minds. Ask them to open the door. Ask them to tell their talk-partners what they see.

Task
‘Write me a story about when you opened your magic door and went inside.’

Remind the children to:

1. Speak to the other characters in the story.
2. Try and help those in trouble.
3. End the story by escaping back through the door to the classroom.
If the children are having trouble with dialogue, ask them to say it out loud to hear how it sounds.


[image: image10.png]


   Often teachers raise the status of the occasion with music or soft lights 
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[image: image3]  Please help those who want to concentrate. 
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[image: image5] Please do not expect the children to write silently
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